
The Brazilian Seminars developed by PUC-Rio is an international
summer program that takes place every July.

It’s an interdisciplinary program meant to give a critical perspective
of Brazilian issues which are currently in the global scenario.

PUBLIC
Students or professionals interested in learning more about Brazil

Course Duration: 60h
Contact Hours: 52 (of lectures on different themes)
Company Visits & Excursions: 8h
Cultural and social activities will complement the Brazilian experience

ECTS/University Credits
Participants will receive a certificate of attendance
and have the possibility to earn university credits.

For more information, please contact:
international@concordia.ab.ca

LECTURES AND ACTIVITIES ARE CONDUCTED IN ENGLISH

RIO DE JANEIRO – JULY 13-28th, 2021

It is possible to combine the Brazilian Seminars program 
with 20h or 40h of Portuguese language.

The Central Coordination for 
International Cooperation of the 
Pontifical Catholic University of Rio 
de Janeiro – PUC-Rio is proud to 
announce the eighth edition of the 

Brazilian Seminars.

July 17 - August 1 , 2025
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PUC-Rio, one of the top universities in Brazil, offers a great variety of opportunities to a diverse 

group of students. Recognized worldwide as one of the most important doctoral research centers 

in the country, the Pontifícia Universidade Católica do Rio de Janeiro (PUC-Rio) was founded in 

1940 with the objective of developing knowledge based on humanistic values. The university has 

now about 21,000 students who come from a variety of religious, ethnic and social backgrounds. 

 

Welcome to PUC-Rio 
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 Among the 10 best higher education 
institutions of Brazil 

 A doctoral-research intensive University with 
over 80 years old 

 A leading institution on international student 
mobility  

 Expertise in the development of tailor made 
faculty-led programs 

 Over 20 years of success and more than 2,500 
participants from all over the world 

 A friendly, safe, green and global campus 
environment 

 A distinguished location – Rio de Janeiro! 
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Complete infrastructure and natural beauty! 

Located in a pleasant and quiet neighborhood 

Largest university library in Rio de Janeiro 

Restaurants, cafeterias, bookstore and ATMs on campus 

Art exhibitions throughout the year at Solar Grandjean 
de Montigny  

The Pilotis, an open meeting area for concerts, political 
debates and fairs within the Modern architecture 
columns 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Central Coordination for International 

Cooperation (CCCI) is responsible for 

international    Inter-institutional cooperation 

that facilitates the exchange of graduate and 

undergraduate students, in various forms, joint 

research and exchange of faculty and 

researchers. Promotion of scientific events, 

conferences and seminars. 

 

The Central Coordination for 

International Cooperation (CCCI) 

The Central Coordination for International 
Cooperation Office 
(Key contacts) 

Ricardo Alencar, PhD 

Associate Vice-President for Academic Affairs 

 

Renan Brito 

Customized Programs Supervisor 

 

Gabriel Santos 

Housing & Student Services 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                   

 

 

 

 

 

COURSE DATES: July 17 – August 1, 2025 
 
LOCATION: PUC-Rio, Rio de Janeiro 
 
COURSE DURATION: 60h  
       Contact Hours: 52h 
       Company visits & Excursions: 8h 
 
PROGRAM COORDINATORS: 
 
Ricardo Borges Alencar, PhD 
Associate Vice-President for Academic 
Affairs 
 
Renan Brito 
Customized Programs Supervisor 

BRAZILIAN SEMINARS 
The Brazilian Seminars developed by PUC-Rio is 

an International Summer School which provides 

students, young scholars and international 

administrators with the opportunity to deepen 

their knowledge about Brazil.  
  

It`s an interdisciplinary program meant to give 

a broad perspective of Brazilian issues which 

are currently in the global scenario.  
  

A 52h program of lectures and off-class 

activities that offers a panorama on Brazil`s 

different aspects, ranging from politics to 

environmental issues, from culture to public 

health.  
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PUBLIC 

 Primarily undergraduate and graduate 

students, or professionals interested in 

learning more about Brazil. 



 

COURSE NAME 
PROFESSOR/SPEAKER 

(Link to CV) 

Interacting with Brazilians 
Ricardo Alencar 

(http://lattes.cnpq.br/5579585545881265) 

Brazilian Music 
Jonas Soares Lana 

(http://lattes.cnpq.br/3194900158044811) 

Media and Democracy in Brazil  

and Latin America 

Arthur Ituassu 

(http://lattes.cnpq.br/0088939094557856) 

Education Policies and Challenges 
Simone Batista 

(http://lattes.cnpq.br/9034171018868255) 

Brazilian Arts 
Marcello Cappucci 

(http://lattes.cnpq.br/1219189913824354) 

Brazilian History: From Brasilia`s Foundation  

to the current years 

Raul Mello 

 (http://lattes.cnpq.br/2737388390437516) 

Favelas in Rio: Spaces of Segregation  

or Integration? 

Rafael Gonçalves 

(http://lattes.cnpq.br/4960734561594746) 

Race Relations in Brazil (Racism) 
Rosana Heringer 

(http://lattes.cnpq.br/9066311393158506) 

Public Policies for Social Inclusion / Social 

Movements 

Ana Paula Soares Carvalho 

(http://lattes.cnpq.br/9034171018868255) 

Migration Flows and the Formation of  

the Brazilian People 

Marcello Cappucci 

(http://lattes.cnpq.br/1219189913824354) 

Justice and inequality (Crime and Punishment in 

Brazil) 

Marcia Nina Bernardo 

(http://lattes.cnpq.br/3939532654744480) 

Challenges For Brazilian Democracy 
Alessandra Maia 

(http://lattes.cnpq.br/1102020302719626) 

Urban Adaptation to climate change Maria Fernanda Lemos 

(http://lattes.cnpq.br/2531489281135790) 

Energy: Brazil in the Global Market 
Sergio Fontoura 

(http://lattes.cnpq.br/4627442057000265) 

Native conservation and development in Brazil: 

Dilemma and synergic opportunities 

Rodrigo Penna Firme 

(http://lattes.cnpq.br/3169548175426087) 

Advancing Brazilian biodiversity: Innovation through 

collaboration 

João Paulo Condack 

(http://lattes.cnpq.br/3303517536813066) 

The Brazilian Agenda of Economic Development 
Marcelo Mello 

(http://lattes.cnpq.br/1868976259304585) 

Brazil, BRICS and International Relations 
Luis Fernandes 

(http://lattes.cnpq.br/9268052528216772) 

Doing Business in Brazil 

 

Bruno Grossman 

(http://lattes.cnpq.br/1725464048075502) 

Innovation ecosystem for sustainability 
Ruth Espinola Soriano de Mello 

(http://lattes.cnpq.br/5026891006947962) 
 

COURSE AREA 

Humanities / Culture STEM 

Humanities / Social Sciences Business / Economy 
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ATTENDANCE AND PUNCUALITY 

Since students will be actively involved in both individual and group activities, regular 

attendance and full participation are very important.  

Students that miss more than 25% of lectures or the two technical visits are automatically 

ineligible to receive a course certificate. 

Three delays count as one absence.  

Participation at the cultural activities is not mandatory. 

 

PROGRAM EVALUATION - ESSAY 

On August 1st, 2025, from 10:0am to 12:00pm, participants will be required to write an essay 
about a theme observed during the program suitable to his/her professional life.  

The essay will be graded from A (highest grade) to E (lowest grade). In order to pass students 
must score from A to C. 

Writing the essay is mandatory to receive the course certificate. 

 

PROGRAM/COURSE CERTIFICATE 

The program does NOT provide a transcript, but participants receive a course certificate with the 

total number of hours dedicated to academic activities, technical visits, and grade.  

 

The certificate is sent by email to the participants after the program is over and all requirements 

are complete. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We look forward to welcome you in Rio to a very productive and fun time! 

                                Seja Bem-Vindo! 
 

                                                                        

                                                                

PUC-Rio/Contact Information 

www.puc-rio.br/ccci 

customizedccci@puc-rio.br 

Tel: (55-21) 3527-2319 

Cel: (55-21) 99479 1461 

 

Rua Marquês de São Vicente, 225  

Edifício Padre Leonel Franca  

8th floor - CEP 22.453-900 

Rio de Janeiro-BRAZIL 

Emergency cell phone/WhatsApp number: (+5521) 99755-7873  

(Suggested) DRESS CODE 

 Dress light and casual-smart 
 Trousers or business-smart for the 

company visits 
 Light jackets are advisable due to the 

“winter” 
 Don't wear any flashy jewelry if you're 

going to be walking around on the 
streets 
 

It is NOT necessary to 

bring a laptop  

to classes 

Additional Information 

We would like to point out that this is a physically 
active program. 

 
The program includes in class and off classes 

activities in order to  
allow the participants to experience a sample of life 

in Brazil through Rio de Janeiro. 
 

The off-classes activities may take place regardless 
of the weather conditions.  

Please ensure to bring adequate clothing, including 
long and short pants,  

rain and sun wear (umbrella, sun glasses, sun cream) 
and  

comfortable footwear that enables you to walk 
distances. 

 
All social activities are optional.  

Although you may not take part on it,  
we strongly recommend you to join the group,  

as this is part of the cultural immersion. 
 

Public transportation will be used on a few 
occasions. 

It is advisable to buy a public transportation card 
for practical purposes. 

 



RIO DE JANEIRO – JULY 13-28th, 2023



WHERE ARE WE?



ABOUT RIO DE JANEIRO

• City area - 485 square miles 
(1,255 square km)

• Greater Rio, 2,079 square miles 
(5,384 square km) 

• Population (2021 est.) 6,775,560

• Greater Rio, 12,763,305

• Rio de Janeiro is well known for 
the beauty of its beaches and 
of its peaks, ridges, and hills—
all partly covered by tropical 
forests. 



ABOUT PUC-RIO
• PUC-Rio was the first private higher education institution in the country, created by the 

Catholic Church. It was founded in 1940 and, beyond providing education, PUC-Rio 
undertook the task of assisting the community, based on Christian ethical values, 
solidarity and human respect. It represents a space for achievement, overcoming 
challenges and development of its students.

• The university operates under the supervision of the Society of Jesus and under the 
supreme authority of the Cardinal Archbishop of Rio de Janeiro as its Grand 
Chancellor.

• PUC-Rio is a non-profit philanthropic institution and a Catholic university based in 
Christian humanistic principles.

• It welcomes students, staff members, teachers, researchers and administrators of all 
religions, nationalities, ethnic groups and social classes.

• The referential starting-point of PUC-Rio is the complete development of the human 
being in two main perspectives: the philosophical and the theological. Besides that, it 
is an intense doctoral research institution that focuses primarily in the development of 
academic and scientific knowledge.



BRAZILIAN SEMINARS PROGRAM

• The Brazilian Seminars developed by PUC-Rio is an international summer school 
which provides students, young scholars and international administrators with the 
opportunity to deepen their knowledge about Brazil.

• It’s an interdisciplinary program meant to give a broad perspective
of Brazilian issues which are currently in the global scenario.



PROGRAM STRUCTURE

• The Brazilian Seminars 
Program has a total of 60 
contact hours.

• Program's structure: 
52 class-hours offered 
through 19 lectures on 
different topics + 8h 
dedicated to technical visits 
+ cultural and social 
activities.



PROGRAM NEW FEATURES

Introduction to capoeira
Field lecture on an environmental topic



COURSE CONTENT
• Brazilian arts

• Brazilian Music

• Interact with Brazilians

• Challenge for Brazilian democracy: trending topics in Brazilian politics

• Brazilian history: from Brasilia`s foundation to the current years

• Doing business in Brazil, 
• Innovation ecosystem for sustainability

• Education: policies and challenges

• Favelas in Rio: Spaces of segregation or integration?
• Environmental issues and renewable energy

• Energy: Brazil in the global market

• Media and democracy in Brazil and Latin America

• Social inclusion and social movements

• Race relations: Racism in Brazil

• Migration flows: The formation of the Brazilian people

• Trending topics in Brazilian politics, BRICS and international relations

• The Brazilian agenda of economic development

• Urban planning, mobility and integration



PRACTICAL INFORMATION

• Airport pick up: July 14, 2025

• Portuguese language intensive course - Part I (20h): July 14-17, 2025

• Brazilian Seminars course dates: July 17–August 1, 2025

• Portuguese language intensive course - Part II (20h): August 4-8, 2025

• Application deadline: May 31, 2025

• Course duration: 60h

• Contact hours: 52h

• Company visits & excursions: 8h



HOUSING

• PUC-Rio does not provide dormitory facilities on campus but 
offers an enriched opportunity for students to experience the 
Brazilian way of life by placing them in a home-stay program.

• International students are placed in home-stays located in the 
south zone of the city, the same as the university. Most families 
live near PUC-Rio, within 30 - 40 minutes distance from campus by 
city bus.

• It includes a private room with a bed, a fan, a weekly change of 
sheets and towels, access to light and gas and a Brazilian 
breakfast (coffee, milk, bread, butter, jelly and fruit). Access to 
kitchen and laundry facilities is also included. 



WEATHER IN RIO IN JULY

• July is known not as a warm month. The average maximum 
daytime temperature in Rio de Janeiro in July lies at 25.4°C 
(77.72°F). Usually it is the coldest month of the year. The 
average minimum temperature goes down to around 17.1°C 
(62.78°F) (often the minimum temperature is noted at night).

• Rainfall during July is moderate with an average of 31mm 
(1.2 inches). This makes it the driest month of the year. There 
are generally around 9 rainy days. The sun will show itself 
now and again, with 183 hours of sunshine during the entire 
month. 



WHAT TO PACK
• The winter can get chilly in the evenings though so layers are a great way to keep your 

luggage light.

• The dress code in Rio de Janeiro is casual and given the climate, this tends to mean 
shorts and t-shirts.

• Think about your comfort in the humid conditions. Light clothing, cotton tops, shorts and 
flowing skirts will help keep you cool.

• Long sleeved lightweight shirts and 

blouses will help prevent mozzie

attacks in the evenings.

• When thinking about how much to 

pack, just bear in mind you’ll only get 1 

wear out of any outfit before it needs 

laundering because of the humidity.

• It can rain in Rio de Janeiro anytime of 

the year so a light jacket and maybe 

even an umbrella won’t go amiss.



TRANSPORTATION

• Buses

• Taxi and other mobility apps

• Subway

• Bike



MORE TO KNOW

• Cost of living in Rio - https://www.numbeo.com/cost-of-living/in/Rio-De-Janeiro

• Currency – Brazilian Reais (US$ 1.00 = R$ 5,90)

• Banking – there are two banks and ATM machines on campus 

• Safety – Gavea neighborhood, where PUC is located is safe
A full orientation will be held on PUC-Rio before classes start

https://www.numbeo.com/cost-of-living/in/Rio-De-Janeiro


WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEE YOU HERE SOON!

• Ricardo Alencar, PhD

directorccci@puc-rio.br

• Renan Brito

customizedccci@puc-rio.br

• Gabriel Santos

housing@puc-rio.br

mailto:directorccci@puc-rio.br
mailto:housing@puc-rio.br


RIO DE JANEIRO – JULY 14- August 1, 2025

LIST OF LECTURES (ALPHABETICAL ORDER)

Pontifical Catholic University of Rio de Janeiro
Central Coordination for International Cooperation
www.puc-rio.br/ccci / curtaccci@puc-rio.br / +55 21 3527-1577

ADVANCING BRAZILIAN BIODIVERSITY: INNOVATIONTHROUGH COLLABORATION

PROF. JOÃO PAULO CONDACK

BRAZIL, BRICS AND INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

PROF. LUIS FERNANDES

BRAZILIAN ARTS

PROF. MARCELLO CAPPUCCI

BRAZILIAN HISTORY: FROM BRASILIA`S FOUNDATION TO THE CURRENT YEARS

PROF. RAUL MELO

BRAZILIAN MUSIC

PROF. JONAS SOARES LANA

CHALLENGES FOR BRAZILIAN DEMOCRACY

PROF. ALESSANDRA MAIA FARIA

DOING BUSINESS IN BRAZIL

PROF. BRUNO GROSSMAN

EDUCATION POLICIES AND CHALLENGES

PROF. SIMONE BATISTA

ENERGY: BRAZIL AND THE GLOBAL MARKET

PROF. SERGIO FONTOURA

FAVELAS IN RIO: SPACES OF SEGREGATION OR INTEGRATION?

PROF. RAFAEL SOARES GONÇALVES

INNOVATION ECOSYSTEM FOR SUSTENABILITY

PROF. RUTH MELLO

INTERACTING WITH BRAZILIANS (BRAZILIAN CULTURE)

PROF. RICARDO ALENCAR

JUSTICE AND INEQUALITY: CRIME AND PUNISHIMENT IN BRAZIL

PROF. MARCIA NINA BERNARDES

MEDIA AND DEMOCRACY IN BRAZIL AND LATIN AMERICA

PROF. ARTHUR ITUASSU

MIGRATION FLOWS: THE FORMATION OF THE BRAZILIAN PEOPLE

PROF. MARCELLO CAPPUCCI

NATURE CONSERVATION AND DEVELOPMENT IN BRAZIL: DILEMMAS AND

SYNERGIC OPPORTUNITIES

PROF. RODRIGO PENNA FIRME

PUBLIC POLICIES FOR SOCIAL INCLUSION: SOCIAL MOVIMENTS

PROF. ANA PAULA S. CARVALHO

RACE RELATIONS: RACISM IN BRAZIL

PROFA. ROSANA HERINGER

THE BRAZILIAN AGENDA OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

PROF. MARCELO MELLO

URBAN ADPTATION TO CLIMATE CHANGE

PROF. MARIA FERNANDA LEMOS

MODULE 2: BUSINESS AND ENTREPRENEURSHIP

MODULE 1: ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES AND ENERGY

https://puc-rio.zoom.us/s/96018714894
https://puc-rio.zoom.us/s/96018714894
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