
Housing Polices On-Reserve: Boon or 
Bane?

Housing is a significant issue for the 
First Nations population in Canada. 
The shortage of accessible shelter or 
affordable housing shapes homelessness 
and housing insecurity (Statistics 
Canada, 2017). “Many Aboriginal 
communities are located in northern and 
remote areas, where winter conditions 
are harsher and building supplies are 
more expensive and difficult to access” 
(Statistics Canada, 2017). Aboriginal 
population face greater barriers 
related to unemployment and financial 
vulnerability (Statistics Canada, 2021) 
which in turn has negative impacts on 
their housing conditions.
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