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POLICY PURPOSE 
 
The policies on intellectual property at Concordia University of Edmonton (CUE) deal with: a) the 
copyright of written material, creative works and computer software; and b) patentable inventions or 
ideas. See CUE’s Intellectual Property Policy for more information on these matters.   
 
While this policy clearly defines the ownership of copyright and patents, the rights to ownership of 
original research materials used to produce research outcomes is not always straightforward. For the 
purpose of this policy, “original research materials” include, but are not limited to the following: 
 

 Original questionnaires and surveys on which responses are recorded; 

 Original laboratory notebooks; 

 Photographic negatives and other original source materials required for reproduction; 

 Original recordings; 

 Blood, fluid, and tissues samples as well as DNA samples; and 

 Databases 
 
The policy below is intended to provide clarity and direction on this issue. 
 
JURISDICTION/SCOPE OF THE POLICY 
 
This policy applies to all CUE faculty members, academic colleagues, adjunct academic colleagues, 
sessional instructors, contract sessionals, visiting faculty members, staff members, students, and 
visiting students.     
 
POLICY 
 
Intellectual Property:  All members of the university community must: 
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a. abide by the intellectual property policies of CUE and; 
 

b. respect the intellectual property rights of others.  
 
It is the responsibility of all graduate students to read and familiarize themselves with CUE’s policies 
and guidelines on intellectual property.  
 
It is also important to remember that intellectual property rights do not extinguish when the student 
leaves CUE; they survive for life.  
 
Intellectual property includes copyrights, patents, trademarks, industrial design, integrated circuit 
topographies, plant breeder rights, computer programs, and trade secrets. Examples of intellectual 
property that is most relevant to CUE students include, but are not limited to: essays, research papers, 
lab assignments, articles, theses, clinical studies or reports, books, lectures delivered, research data, 
maps, photographs, videos, tapes, computer software, inventions and equipment, databases, as well 
as e-materials.  
 
All CUE students are strongly encouraged to discuss any potential intellectual property issues with their 
supervisors and to make the appropriate written agreements in advance concerning ownership of 
intellectual property.  
 
Ownership of research materials versus custodianship of research materials: In dealing with 
research materials, some important questions that arise are: 
 

1. Who should possess the original research materials from a research project?;  
 

2. Who should have right to access the original research materials?; and 
 

3. Who should have the right to possess copies of the original research materials? 
 
When dealing with the possession and original research materials, the traditional legal principles of the 
rights of ownership often prove untenable.  That is because in the university context where 
collaborative research is commonplace, faculty members, students, lab assistants and instructors, as 
well as academic personnel are often engaged in the same collaborative endeavor and they all require 
control of, as well as access to the same original research materials.  A collaborative researcher must 
have access to original research materials when he or she: 
 

a. Is required by funding agency, professional organization or university research ethics board to 
maintain the original research materials for a specific period of time; 

 
b. Is accused of participating in academic fraud or misconduct and requires the original research 

materials to prove his or her innocence; and 
 

c. Is contacted by other researchers who require access to the original research materials for the 
purpose of replicating research results or reanalysing the original research materials for a new 
academic or research purpose. 

 
For these reasons, it is not uncommon for original research material to be stored and retained at the 
university for five (5) years or more. 
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In addressing the ownership of original research materials, CUE’s policy is the following: 
 

a. CUE recognizes that all research collaborators (which can include graduate students) on a 
research project have joint ownership of the original research materials; 

 
b. CUE will require the research collaborators to designate one individual as the custodial agent 

(which can include a graduate student) of the original research materials for all research 
collaborators; and 

 
c. If the collaborative research is funded by an agency or organization that requires the long-term, 

safe-keeping of the original material by the individual researcher who received the grant, then: 
 

i) The individual researcher who received the grant will be the custodial agent of the 
original research materials for all research collaborators in order to honour the 
requirements of the funding agency or organization;  

 
ii) The custodial agent will provide free access to the original research materials to all 

research collaborators in order for the research collaborators to meet their statutory 
and collegial duties; and  

 
iii) When the research collaborators require the original research materials for archival 

or scholarly purposes, the custodial agent will provide copies of the original 
research material to all research collaborators. 

 
a. If the collaborative research is not funded by an agency or organization, or the research is 

funded by an agency or organization that has no requirements for the long-term retention of the 
original research material, then the custodial agent of the original research materials will be a 
research collaborator who, by agreement of all research collaborators on the project, will:  

 
i) receive primary credit for the research contribution; and  

 
ii) be responsible for maintaining the integrity of the research to address any future 

allegation of fraud or misconduct.   
 
The custodial agent also has a duty and obligation to:  
 

i) provide free access to the original research materials to all research collaborators 
on the project; and  
 

ii) provide copies of the original research materials to all research collaborators on 
demand. 

 
Course Work (examinations, reports, papers and labs): When a  student writes an exam, report, 
paper or lab in order to meet a course requirement at CUE, that graduate student holds copyright in the 
said exam, report, paper, or lab.  At the same time, however, the following conditions are placed on the 
submission of course work at CUE:  
 

a. The original physical document of the course work becomes the property of CUE; 
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b. CUE is granted a non-exclusive, royalty-free and perpetual license to reproduce and circulate 
the course work for internal use as part of CUE’s library collection and for teaching and 
research purposes; 

 
c. If a work was created with a substantial use of CUE resources, then CUE reserves the right to 

a ____% share of net revenue generated by the course work. The payment of salaries to 
graduate students and research assistants shall not be construed as use of CUE funds.  

 
d) CUE holds the copyright in works that are directly requested or specifically commissioned by 
CUE.   

 
Research projects, theses, Master's projects, and clinical studies: The student holds copyright in 
the finished research project, thesis, Master's project, or clinical study, subject to the following 
exceptions:  
 

a. Ideas themselves cannot be the subject of copyright.  
 

b. If a student developed the ideas contained in his or her research project, thesis, Master's 
project, or clinical study with a supervisor or research group, then the rights to publish or 
commercially exploit the resulting work are shared with the supervisor, research group, and 
CUE pursuant to the guidelines enumerated above. 

 
c. When a student’s research project, thesis, Master's project, or clinical study has been 

supported (in whole or in part) by research grants, there may be other contractual 
agreements affecting ownership and commercial exploitation. Students and supervisors 
should make themselves aware of these conditions prior to beginning the work.  

 
d. The student shall display the international copyright notice, referring to the written work only, 

on the title page of the research project, thesis, Master's project, or clinical study. The 
student shall also grant a non-exclusive license to reproduce the thesis to the National 
Library of Canada.  

 
e. CUE is granted a non-exclusive, royalty-free and perpetual license to reproduce and 

circulate the works for internal use as part of the CUE’s library collection.  
 
Computer Programs: Computer programs and software are legally protected by Canadian copyright 
law. Where a student develops a program or software as part of a course, project or thesis, the student 
is the owner of the copyright.  
 
At the same time, however, the student is required to grant CUE a royalty-free license to use and 
distribute the software for educational, administrative, and research activities within CUE. This license 
does not include the right to use the software for commercial purposes. CUE’s use of the said software 
in the administration of CUE shall not be considered a commercial purpose.  
 
When computer programs are developed using software owned or licensed by CUE, and a student 
uses the said computer program, then the student must follow the terms and conditions of the license 
or purchase agreement for the computer program. Computer programs developed at the direct request 
of a supervisor, faculty or staff are the exclusive property of CUE.  
 
Research data: When data for a research project, thesis, Master's project, or clinical study is 
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independently collected by a student, then that data is the property of the student, unless a prior 
agreement exists with CUE, the student’s supervisor, or a funding agency / organization.  
 
After CUE department has passed a student’s research project, thesis, Master's project, or clinical 
study, then the data collected by the student for these purposes remains with the student, unless there 
other prior agreements that exist with CUE, the student’s supervisor, or a funding agency / 
organization.  
 
When the data is acquired as part of a joint research endeavor, or through the use of research 
instruments developed wholly or in part by the student’s research supervisor, CUE or third party, then 
ownership of the intellectual property in the data is shared pursuant to the guidelines enumerated 
above. All parties involved in the research endeavor are responsible for ensuring that proper 
acknowledgments of contributions are made when the data are released in any form.  
 
Equipment and inventions: Inventions, improvements in design, or developments discovered, 
constructed, developed or designed as part of course or thesis work is the property of CUE if CUE 
resources (including, but not limited to, the work, funding, raw materials, and work space) were used, in 
whole or in part, in the discovery, construction, design or development of such Inventions.  
 
Inventions are the property of the student only if the invention was made without use, in whole or in 
part, of CUE’s funds, services, facilities, support and/or technical personnel. The payment of 
salaries/stipends to students shall not be considered use of CUE’s funds, services, facilities, support 
and/or technical personnel.  
 
CUE shall have the first option to carry out development of any such equipment or invention towards 
commercialization. CUE shall share equally with the student any revenue generated by CUE as a result 
of commercialization of any invention made by a student with the use, in whole or in part, of CUE’s 
funds, services, facilities, support and/or technical personnel.  
 
Teaching: Intellectual property created by the student for the purposes of teaching or assisting in 
teaching is owned, in the first instance, by the student. This includes course outlines, lectures, 
laboratory manuals, and all other teaching materials.  It does not, however, include multimedia 
instructional aids prepared by the student using CUE facilities (e.g. computers, software, library, office 
and laboratory space, telephone, etc.).  
 
At the discretion of the student, the student may grant a non-exclusive license to CUE or a faculty 
member to reproduce and circulate the work for internal teaching and research purposes. This license 
shall include the right to edit, modify, add to, or delete any part of the work.  
 
Disclosure of intellectual property: All students must give notice to CUE when the student believes 
that intellectual property exists in his or her research or work.  This notice must be in the form of the 
“Intellectual Property Disclosure Form” which must be submitted to CUE’s Research Office within a 
timely manner, and no later than 30 days after the student believes that intellectual property rights have 
arisen. 
 
Students shall also give notice to their supervisors and to the Dean of Graduate Studies of any 
intellectual property that: i) may be commercially valuable; or ii) may give rise to commercially valuable 
intellectual property. Students must disclose the details of their inventions or discoveries through the 
“Intellectual Property Disclosure Form,” which must be submitted to CUE’s Research Office within a 
timely manner, and no later than 30 days after the student believes that intellectual property rights have 
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arisen.  
 
All students shall give timely notice to the Dean of Graduate Studies and CUE, in writing, of any 
application to protect their intellectual property, including without limitation an application for patent, 
copyright, or trademark registration.  
 
CONSEQUENCES FOR NONCOMPLIANCE 
 
Any CUE faculty member, staff member, student, adjunct academic colleague, visiting scholar, contract 
sessional, sessional or visiting student who does not comply with this policy may be subject to 
disciplinary proceedings applicable to them. 
 
AUTHORITIES AND OFFICERS 
 

a. Approving Authority: General Faculties Council and Board of Governors 
b. Designated Executive Officer: President 
c. Procedural Authority: Vice-President Research 
d. Procedural Officer: Vice-President Research 

 
RELATED LEGISLATION 
 
RELATED POLICIES AND DOCUMENTS 
 
Research and Scholarship Integrity Policy 
 
Intellectual Property Guidelines 
 
Guidelines Regarding Attribution of Ownership 
 
Policy for Students Supported By Research Grants or Affiliated Institutions 
 

Policy Regarding the Adoption of Discipline-Specific Fundamental Principles of Research and 
Scholarship Integrity  
 
Research and Scholarship Integrity Enforcement Procedure 
 

Ethics Education Policy 
 


